[Malignant melanoma and HIV infection].
Among 1000 patients with HIV infection consecutively examined at our dermatological department during the last 3 years, we diagnosed 4 cases of malignant melanoma. This figure is clearly higher than the statistical incidence of 4-13 cases per 100.000 people a year observed in West Germany. The mean age of our 4 patients and 3 additional cases reported in the literature is 10 years less than the average age found in melanoma patients without HIV infection. These findings indicate an increased risk of malignant melanoma in patients with HIV infection. In most of our patients, the cellular immunity was only marginally impaired, corresponding to the stages WR1 and WR2 (Walter Reed classification). Tumor formation, therefore, does apparently not depend on the severity of decompensation of the immunity.